Downtown Community Development YMCA
525 East 70 Street, Long Beach, CA 90813
(502) 624-2376 Fax: (562) 624-2379

October 31, 2005

Doris Montoya-Nickelson, Executive Director
The Kenny Nickelson Memorial Foundation
P. O. Box 3098

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Dear Doris:

On behalf of our Board of Managers, Staff and the families of the children who
participated, please accept my sincerest thanks for the wonderful day you provided for so
many children in the Downtown Community Development YMCA after school programs

by organizing the “”KNMF/ Mervyn’s Back to School Shopping Spree and Day of
Entertainment,” October 15™,

Our children, most of whom live in dire poverty, were so excited about the opportunity
afforded them through your generosity. “You could just see the happiness in their eyes,”
staff members reported. Many parents expressed their thanks. Most of the children wear
hand-me-down clothes and their parents were so grateful to see their children have bright
new clothes to wear. “Kids come to school and like to model and show of their new
clothes,” said Carola Secada, the coordinator of our after school sites at Willard
Elementary; “some are saving their new clothes for special occasions.” “One little first
grader from Stevenson cried, and when asked why she was crying she said it was because
she was so happy.”

It is a wonderful thing to give such a gift to a child, especially one that really appreciates
its worth. We understand they will be writing their own letters to you.

We thank you profoundly for a day that will never be forgotten by the children and their
families.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Cabeza
Executive Director
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We build strong kids, strong families,
strong communities.






